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Ton following extract from Mr. Burke's Letter 
te Sir Hercules Langrishe, on the subject of the 


Roman Catholics of Ireland, dated Beaconsfield, 


January, 3rd 1792, will shew that the contents of | 
| these pages, though not originally intended for 


publication, contain the deliberate sentiments of 


their author. © 


« A letter of mine to Lord Kenmare, though 
not by my desire, and full of lesser mistakes, has 


been printed in Dublin; it was written ten or 


twelve years ago, at the time when I began the 
employment, which I have not yet finished, in 
favour of another distressed people, injured: by 
those who have vanquished them, or stolen a do- 


minion over them. It contained my sentiments 
then; you will see how far they accord with my 


sentiments now time has more and more confirmed 
me in them all. The present circumstaneesg fix 
them deeper in my mind“. | 73 
With the view of ascertaining, as far as circum-- 
Stances will now permit, what the © lesser mis- 


takes” alluded to in this exiract are; and whether 


any of them have, since the first publication of 


ibis letter, been rectified, I have compared the 
text of the following pages, which are a reprint 
of the original Dublin edition alluded to in the 


above extract, with the subsequent editions of 


Mr. McDonnell, 50, Essex Street, Dublin, in 


Works of the Right Honourable Edmund Burke Lo Lon - 
don, M Lean, 1828, vol. vi. p. 3 ũ099. 
he _ | 


* 


* a 


11 1 NTRODUCTION: 


1791, and with vol. vi. pages 267 to 292 of the 


com plete and elegant edition of Mr Burke's works 
by M*Lean, 26, Haymarket, 1823. I find that the 


texts of the three editions are all different; prin- 
eipally in the passages which occur in pages „ 


12, 19, and 21, of the following text. I have 


therefore subfoined to this introduction, a table 


of the various readings; and the reader will find, 

that with the exception of the passage in p. 8, 
J. 20, in which the two first editions are evidently 
most correct, the edition of 1823 is the most ae- 


curate in all probability. The passage in p. 19 of 


the following pages is evidently incorrect. 
These observations are, [ think, sufficient to 

elucidate the text of the following pages as far as 

ty pographical errors (and it is well known that 


Mr. Burke's manuscripts were frequently so much 


4nterlined as to have rendered such errors unavoid- 
able,) are concerned. I add a word in explana- 
tion of the motives which induced me to under- 
take the task. [ bappened accidentaily to meet 


with a collection of copies of the London edition 


of 1785; and thought that it would promote the 
object of the British Catholic Association, to take 


them from their dusty shelves and commit them to 


its care. The error however in p. 19 would not per- 
mit me to do this without further examination; 
and the result has been the comparison of the 
three editions, 


Te editor of the edition of 1791, prefaces the 


letter with the following advertisement: © The 


_ Editor hopes that this new publication of the fol- 


lowing letter, will not be deemed unseasonable; 
us it is aniversally allowed 10 contain mueh useſul 
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INTRODUCTION. ii 


Information on the present state of the Catholics 


of Ireland, a subject which it is expected, will be 


_ discussed-in Parliament early in the next session.“ 
- I might almost repeat these words as my mo- 


tive” for wishing to attract publie attention to 
this letter in 1824. But the reflecting reader will 
see, that like the gems of classical antiquity, it has 
increased in value by age. Since 1791 the sagacity 


of the observations of pages 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, and 


27, bave been proved by the debates upon the Veto 


the protection which the [rish Catholics have de- 


rived from THE SHIELD of p. II, against thesword, 


now I trust almost broken and edgeless, of Orange 
oppression, while the English Catholics deprived 
of that shield have in vain. pleaded their blame- 


lessness and exertions in their country's cause, 
has become manifest to all the world; that 


shield itself has protected the hopes of the fr tends 


of Ireland and of justice, and has become the head 
of Medusa to the foes of both—the grand 
truth, so important to Christianity, set forth in 
page 21, lines 17, 18, 19, and 20, and in 6th, 7th, 
and 8th lives of page 29, has been demonstrated 
by the experience of, every Succeeding year—and 
every session of Parliament, every "meeting. in 
Ireland, I might almost say every hour of .oyr 
existence, if we could know what passes in it in 
any part of the United Empire, hastens with con- 


tinually accelerated velocity the torrent of public 
opinion, which will verify the prophetic words of 


Mr. Burke in the close of his letter to Sir Her- 


cules Lan grishe. 


« My opinion ever was bin hich I heartily 
agreed with those that admired the old code) thay 
a 2 
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London Oct. . 28, 1824. 


n | INFRODUCTIQN - 


u was so canstructed, that if there was once a 
breach in any essential part of it, ihe ruin of the 


whole, or nearly of the whole, was, at some ame 


or other, a certainty.” 

So fully am I convinced myself of the exist 
ence of this inevitable necessity, not to be 13 
by the most sagacious or most desperate efforts of 
those who may deprecate it; nor by any impru - 
dent measures of those who may too ardently de- 
Sire it, that if l feel an anxiety on the subject, it 


is only that which is expressed, better than 1 can 


express it, in the following lines of Horace, re- 


garding rother the individgals cengerged than the 
cause itself. 


Ut tibi si sit opus liquidi n non amplius Gra | 
Vel cyatho, et dicas, magno de flumine > | 
Quam ex hoc fonticulo tantumdem sumere; Ed fit 
Pleuior ut si quos delectet copia justo, ; 
Cum rip simul avulsos ferat Aufidus deer. 

Hor. Sat. Lib. 1. Sat. 1. 


A principal object of the British Catholic As- 


4 
1 


sociation seems to me to be, to avoid such a mis- 


fortune, without degenerating into indifference 
either upon our own concerns or upon those of 
our Irish Catholic brethren ; but, on the contrary, 
fo promote both to the best of its discretion; and 
in confiding to its disiribution the copies which 
have fallen into my hands of Mr Burke's letter to 
Lord Kenware, I flatter myself that I co-operate 
with it in the attaiument of that object. Fo 
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1. 10. a proper 

1. 13. gave the weight 
p. 4. I. 8.—-No note. ; 


3 sst line but one, 
4 | made to try r 


p. 5. . 2. also by 


I. 20 Your Lordship 
mentions, &e. 


p. 7. ]. 11, &c. even the law- 
est, &c or from, 


P Ke. such Corpora- 


tions, &c. or soli- 


citor, &c. or, &e. 
&c. &c. 


p- 8. 7. as ee 
formerly A 


1. 10. which Subgisted 
176 4 11. of those who 


> hi 12. their own. . 
5 J. wy 2 28225 Wu 


"hi 
= 


Ed. 1628 


VARIANTES LECTIONES. : 


Charles Street, London, Feb 
21, 1792, 
Gardiner 
Braughall 
the proper 
had the weight 
Note—The sketch of the 


bdill sent to Mr. Burke along 


with the repeal uf some 
acts re-affirmed many others 
in the penal code. It was 
altered afterwards, and the 
clauses re- affirming the in- 
capacities left out; but 
they all still exist and are in 
full force. 
made before, 


8 
this sentence and the follow - 


ing, as far as the word go- 


vernment, is omitted. | 
(even the lowest)—from— 
Such a mmm 
tor. | 


" governments former. * 
1 

which existe! zn such esta- 
blishments 

of that gov-rament which 
its own coffers | 

his family bun times, * 


and the whole estate of go- 


verument is  trom private 
contribution. When, &c. 


Ad. 1785. 


pe 8, I. EO. from the public to 
the private fund 


| indemnifies the fa- 
milies from whom 
it is taken, an 
equitable, &c. 

N. B. this is also the ver- 
sion of 1791, the correct 


version seems to be that 


of 1823 as far as © indem- 
nifies, and of 1782 after- 
wards. 


last line but two, must . 


. 
2 10. J. 5. the Protestant 
BE. 2 from bottom, a- 


mong which, &c. | 


_ civilized age 


Ed. 1823. 


from the private to the pub- 


lic and from the public again 


to the private ſund the fa- 
milies from whom the reve- 
nue is taken are indemni- 
fied, and an equitable, &c. 


may be 


to the Protestant 


5 which, &c. civilized 
age) 


pP. 11. I. 4, from bottom, 1791,—Note. In a recent 
communication with the Right Honourable author 


be observes, that even in the present state of the 
country, there does not exist a well founded objection 


against the admission of Catholics to the right of - 


suffrage in counties. | 
1782. p. 12; J. 21. in the 
N | case of others 
| towards them. 


1823. of the principies: they 
use in their disputes with 


others to their disputes with 


their fellow subjects 


N. B. The version of 1791 is rather different from both. 
p. 13. Iast line but four, the (the late Dr: Kelly) 


late Dr. Kelly 


p. 14. I. 10. orders then at orders at home | 


home 
I. 19. abroad, Who af. 
5 terwards 2, 
p. 16. J. 3. education of 


F 
£4 


TY be LILAC 


. 13. 900 foment * 
Þ 17. last line but * 
N rec 


abroad. These persons ond 
terwards 

education (I suppose) of 
Note. It appears that Mr. 
Hutchinson meant this only 


as one of the means for their 


relief in point of education. 
and to foment 


are directly 


; a © ©: 
S 
o 

Wenn IT "I 


Ed. 1785. 


b. ns . 2. vill be in his 
hands 


1. 8. fallen into 1 


universal 
5 Wager, 
p- 19. I. 13.50 miserably pro- 
vided and living, 


Con- 


&c. are consider- 


ed as an intolera- 
ble nuisance to 
their country in- 
stead of being 


thought, as I con- 


ceive them gene- 
rally to be, of 
very great service 
ei 

1. 22. life, and having 


p. 20. 1. 4. to say nothing, 


& c. annexed 


]. 10. their morals, and 


their 


1 4% security of his 


admission 
1. 23. it they should 


Pe 21.1. 9. Here it would he 
much more so, as 
in the case of the 
first it only re- 


quires to reject, in 
the other little 
for bis purpose is 
to be acquired 


8 7 hardabip indeed 

. = G——r 

. 8. which of popish 

16 complainant 
against his 


2 


VII 


Ed. 189. 
vill be indeed in his hands. 


are uni versally fallen into 
such contempt. 


miserably noon for, liv» 


ing, &c have been prevent- 
ed from becoming an intole- 


rable nuisance to the coun- 


try instead of being, as I con- 
ceive they genera ly are, a 
very great service to it 


55 Tbat religion having 


(to say nothing, Ke. annexed) 


the morals of the established 
clergy, and tor their 
quali ificationof his admission 


1 -- 
if the Catholic 


cle 

Should boy: 
To educate a Catholic Priest 
in a Protestant Seminary 
would be much worse, The 
Protestant educated among 
Catholics has only some- 
thing toreject, what he keeps 
may "be useful. But a Ca- 
tholic parish Priest, learns 
little for peculiar purpose 
and duty in a Protestant 
college 

hardship 

Gardiner 


which of the popish | 


_ complained against hy his 
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E. 1788. 


p- 28. I. 16. the other I con- 


ceive would fo]- 
Wy low as a matter 
| of eure 

I. 19. a spirit of 

last line, and who never 


saw a man by 


| conforming 
pe: 29. l. 3. 4 they are 


. 11. ä 


the other, ine to- 


leration, I eonceive would 


follow 1 a manner of course 


and a spirit of 


These persons never n a 


man'by converting 
(though they are dead 
Gardiner 


The hat variations between the edition of 1701 
and the two others are so unimportant that I have 
though it, unnecessary to notice them more parti- 


cular ly. 


la the instances here given the edition 


corresponds oftener with that of 18723, — with 
that of 1782. 
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-FAOM A 
Diſtinguſhed ENGLISH COMMONER, Oe. 


A MY LORD, 


FAM obliged to your lordſhip. for your commu= 
nication of the heads of Mr. G——r's bill. I 
Z had received it in an earlier ſtage oli its progreſs 
> from Mr. Br-gh-ll; and I am ftill in that gentle- 

| 9 man's debt, as I have not made him a proper re- 
turn for the favor he has done me. Buſineſs, to 
| 3 Which I was more immediately called, and towhich 
F my ſentiments gave the weight of one vote, oc - 

3 cupied me every moment ſince I received his let- 

ter. This firſt morning, which I can call my 
own, I give with great chearfulneſs to the ſubject, 
on which your lordſhip has done me the honor 

of defiring BY opinion. I have read the heads f 

„„ the 


* ; FEST. 
we bill, with the amendments.” Your Iordſhip is 
too well acquainted with men, and with affairs, to 
| imagine that any true judgment can be formed 
| on the value of a great meaſure of policy, 1 
i from the peruſal of a piece of paper. At preſent 7 
| I am much in the dark, with regard to the ſtate | 1 
| | of the country, which the intended law is to be ap- 


plied to. It is not eaſy for me to determine whe- 
lf ther or no it was wiſe, for the ſake of expunging F 
j the black letter of laws, which menacing as they 3 
fl were in the language, were every day fading into | 
diſuſe, ſolemnly to re-affirm the principles, and to 
id re- enact the provifions of a code of ſtatutes, by 
if which you are totally excluded from THE PRIVI- 
if | LEGES OF THE COMMONWEALT n, from the 1 
2 - higheſt to the loweſt, from the moſt mate- 1 
rial of the civil profeſſions, from the army, and 
1 even from education, where alone, education 
i is to be had. Whether this ſcheme of indul- 


gence, grounded at once on contempt and jealou- 

ſy, has a tendency gradually to produce ſomething 
1 better and more liberal, I cannot tell, for want of 3 
F -having the actual map of the country. If this 4 
ö ſhould be the caſe, it was right in you to accept it, 
1 ſuch as it is, But if this ſhould be one of the 
experiments, which have ſometimes been made to 
1 try whether the temper of the nation was ripe for 


1 real nen, I think it may poſſibly have 
1 | | | ill 
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ill effects, by diſpoſing the penal matter in a more 
ſyſtematic order, and alſo by fixing a permanent 


bar againſt any thing that is truly ſubſtantial · 


The whole merit or demerit of the meaſure de- 
pends upon the plans and diſpoſitions of thoſe by 


whom the act was made, concurring with the 


general temper of the proteſtants of Ireland, and 


their aptitude to admit in time of ſome part ofthat 
equality, without which you never can be FELLOW 
.CITIZENS,—Of all this I am wholly ignorant. 
All my correſpondence with men of public impor- 
tance, in Ireland; has for ſome time totally ceaſed, 
On the firſt bill for the relief of the Roman 


Catholics of Ireland, I was, without any call of 
mine, conſulted both on your fide of the water 


and on this. On the preſent occaſion, I have not 
heard a word from any man in office; and know 


as little of the intentions of the Britiſh govern- 


ment, as I know of the temper of the Iriſh parlia- 
ment. Your lordſhip mentions that 2 
is expected from the archbiſhop of C- 
I am rightly informed, he has obtained Fi: hiak 
and lucrative office under the crown, by the credit 


of his uncle, Mr. E—, who has himſelf an high 
and tolerably profitable office under the king, and 
has been for many years conſtantly in ſuch offices; 
and who, as I am told, looks to the peerage. Op- 
poſition, too, is hinted from' other perſons, who 


A--3 bold 


hold great places and have multiplied great emolu- 
ments under government. I do not find that auy 


(6) 


* 


oppoſition was made by the principal perſons of 
the minority of the Houſe of Commons, or that 
any is apprehended from them in the Houſe of 
Lords. The whole of the difficulty ſeems to lie 
with the- principal men m government under 
whoſe, protection this bill is fappoſed to be 
brought in. This violent oppoſition and cordial 


ſupport, coming from one and the ſame quarter, 


appears to me ſomething MYSTER 10Us, and hin- 
ders me from being able to make any clear judg- 
ment of the merit of the preſent meaſure, as com- 

pared with the actual ſtate of the country, and the 


general views of government, without which one 


can ſay nothing that may not be very erroneous. 


To look at the bill, in the abſtract, it is neither 


more or leſs than a renewed Aft of UNIVERSAL, 


UNMITIGATED, MDIENENSARLE; RETRY TION 
LEss Diſqualifitation. 


Oxx would imagine, that a bill, infficting ſuch 
a multitude of incapacities, had followed on the 
heels of a conqueſt, made by x very fierce 
enemy, under the impreſſion of recent animoſity 


and reſentment. No man, on reading that bill, 


could imagine he Was reading an act of amneſty. 
and | 


. N 
and indulgence; following a recital of the good be- 
haviour of thoſe who are the objects of it; which 
recital ſtood at the head of the bill, as it was firſt 
introduced: but, I ſuppoſe from its incongruity 
with the body of the piece, was afterwards omit- 
7 ted.——This I ſay on memory. It however ſtill 
'F recites the oath, and that cATHoLics ought 

; to be confidered as GOOD AND LOYAL SUBJECTS 
to his majeſty, his crown and government: then 
follows an univerſal excluſion of thoſe 600D and 
Z rLovar ſubjeas from every, even the loweſt office 
7 of truſt and profit, or from any vote at an elec- 
tion; from any privilege in a town corporate; 
from being even a freeman of ſuch corporations; 
from ſerving ongrand juries ; from a vote at a vei- 
try; from having a gun in his houſe, from being a 
7. barriſter, attorney, Solicitor, or &c. &c. &Cc. 


= Tris has ſurely much more the air of a Table 
| of Proſcription, than an AcT or GRACE. What 
_ muſt we ſuppoſe the laws, concerning. thofe good 
fubjects, to have been, of which this is a relaxa- 
tion? I know well that there is a cant current about 
the difference between an excluſion from employ- 
ments, even to the moſt rigorous extent, and an 
excluſion from the natural benefits ariſing from a 
man's own induſtry. I allow, that under ſome 
circumſtances, the difference is very material, in 
=. 


. 


*pofnt of juſtice, and that there are conſidera- 
tions which may render it adviſeable for a wiſe 


„ 


government to keep the leading parts of every 


branch of civil and military adminiſtration, in 


hands of the beſt truſt: but a total excluſion from 
the common- wealth is a very different thing.— 


Wahea a government fubſiſts, as governments 


formerly did, on an eſtate of its own, with but 
few and inconſiderable revenues'drawn from the 
ſubject, then the few offices which ſubſiſted, were 
naturally at the diſpoſal of thoſe who paid the ſa- 
laries out of their own pockets, and there an ex- 
cluſive preference could hardly merit the name of 
proſcription : almoſt the whole produce of a man's 
induſtry remained in his own purſe to maintain 
his family. When a very great portion of the la- 


bour of individuals goes to the ſtate, and is by the 


ſtate again refunded to individuals thro' the me- 
dium of offices, and in this circuitous progreſs 
from the public to tlie private fund indemnifies 
the families from whom it is taken, an equitable 
balance between the government and the ſubject 


is eſtabliſhed. But if a great body of the people 


. who contribute to this ſtate Tottery, are excluded 


from all the prizes, the ſtopping the circulation 
with regard to them, muſt be a moſt cruel hard- 
ſhip, amounting in effe& to being double and tre- 
ble taxed, and will be felt as ſuch to the very quick 
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by all the families high and low of thoſe handrails 


of thouſands, who are denied zheir chance in the 
returned fruits of their own induſtry. This is 
the thing meant by thoſe who look on the public 
revenue only as a hei; and will naturally wiſh to 
have as few as poflible concerned in the. diviſion. 
of the booty. If a ſtate ſhould be ſo unhappy as to 
think it cannot ſubſiſt without ſuch a barbarous 


proſcription, the perſons ſo proſcribed ought to be 
indemnified by the remiſſion of a large part of their 
taxes, by an immunity from the offices of public 


burden, and by an exemption from being preſſes 


into any military « or "Haval ſervice. 


CoMmMoN 8$ENSE and common juſtice dictate this 


at leaſt, as ſome ſort of compenſation for their ſla- | 


very. How many families are incapable of exiſt- 
ing, if the little offices of the revenue, and little 


military commiſhons are denied them ? To deny 
them at home, and to make the happineſs of ac- 


quiring ſome of them ſomewhere elſe, felony, or 


high treaſon, is @ piece of cruelty, in which till 


very lately I did not ſuppoſe this age capable of per- 


ſifting. Formerly a ſimilarity of religion made a 


ſort of country for a man in ſome quarter or 


other. A refugee for religion was a protected 


character. Now, the reception is cold indeed: 
and therefore as the aſylum abroad is deſtroyed, 
the 


( 8 


the hardfhip at 3 is doubled. This taraſhip 
is the more intolerable becauſe the profeſſions are 
{hut up. The church is ſo of courſe. Much is 
to be ſaid on that ſubject, in regard to them and 
the proteſtant diſſenters. But that is a chapter 
by itſelf. I am ſure I with well to that church, 
and think it's miniſters among the very beſt citi- 
zens of your country. However ſuch as it is, a 
great walk in life is forbidden ground to ſeven- 
teen hundred thouſand of the inhabitants of lre- 
land. Why are they excluded from the law ? Do 
not they expend money in their ſuits ? Why may 
not they indemnify themſelves, by profiting, in 
the perſons of ſome, for the loſſes incurred by 
others? Why may not they have perſons of con- 
fidence whom they may, if they pleaſe, employ in 
the agency of their affairs ? The excluſion from 
the law, from grand juries, from ſheriffſhips, and 
underffieriffſhips, as well as from freedom in any 
corporation, may ſubject them to dreadful hard- 
ſhips, as it may exclude them wholly from all 
that is beneficial, and expoſe them to all that is 
miſchievous in a trial by jury. This was mani- 
feſtly within my own obſervation, for 1 was three 
times in Ireland from the year 1760 to the year 
1767, where J had ſufficient means of information, 7 
concerning the inhuman proceedings, among 9 
which were many cruel murders, beſides an in- 
finity 
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finity of outrages and oppreſſions unknown be- 
fore in a civilized age, which prevailed during 
that period in conſequence of a pretended conſpi- 
racy among the roman catholics againſt the king's 
government I could dilate upon the miſchiefs 
that may happen, from thoſe which have hap- 
pened upon this head of diſqualification, if it were 
at all neceſſary. 


Tu head of excluſion from votes for mem- 
bers of parliament is cloſely connected with the 

former. When you caſt your eye on the ſtatute 

book, you willſee thatno catholic, even in the fero- 
_ cious act of queen Anne, was diſabled from voting, 
on account of his religion; the only conditions 
required for that privilege, were the oaths of alle- 
giance and abjuration—both relative to a civil 
concern. Parliament has fince added another oath 
of the ſame kind: and yetan Houſe of Commons 
adding to the ſecurities of government in propor- 
tion as its danger is confeſſeꝗly leſſened, and pro- 
feſſing both confidence and idulgence, takes away, 
in effect, the privilege left by an a# Je of Jealouſy, 
and profeſſing ee 


| Fre taking away of a vote is the taking 
away the sHIELD which the ſubject has, not only 


againſt the oppreſſion. of power, but that worſt of 
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all oppreſſions, the perſecution of private ſociety, 


and private manners. No candidate for parlia- 


mentary influence is obliged to the leaſt attention 


On 


towards them, either in cities or counties. 


the contrary, if they ſhould become obnoxious to 


any bigotted or malignant people amongſt whom 
they live, it will become the intereſt of thoſe 
who court popular favor, to uſe the numberleſs 
means which always reſide in magiſtracy and in- 
fluence, to oppreſs them. 


period I have mentioned, read a ſtrong lecture on 


the cruelty of depriving men of that $HIELD, on 


account of their ſpeculative opinions. The pro- 
teſtants of Ireland feel well and naturally on the 
hardſhip of being bound by laws in the enacting of 


which they do not directly or indire&ly vote. 
The bounds of theſe matters are nice, and hard to 
be ſettled in theory, and perhaps they have been 
But how they can avoid the ne - 


puſhed too far. 
ceſſary application in the caſe of others towards 
them, : know not. 


2 


tel; is nous. the words of. this 40 as got create a 2 


e wg but they clearly and evidently ſuppoſe 


There are few catholic freeholders to take the 
Rk of the privilege, if they were permitted 
to partake it; 

N F 


The proceedings in a 
certain county in Munſter during the unfortunate 


but the manner in Which this very 


4 


right in ee at large is defended, is not on 
the idea that they do really and truly repreſent the. 
people; but that all people being capable of ob- 
taining freeholds, all thoſe, who, by their induſtry 
and ſobriety merit this privilege, have the means of 


arriving at votes. It is the ſame with io: lags 
rations. 


1 
9 


Tux laws againſt foreign education are clearly 
the very worſt part of the old code. Beſides your 
laity, you have the ſucceſſion of about 4000 cler- 


7 gymen to provide for. Theſe having no lucra- 
tive thing in proſpect, are taken moſtly out 
b of the lower orders of the people. At home, they 
Þ have no means whatſoever provided for their at- 
Z taining a clerical education, or indeed any educa- 
3 tion at all. When I was in Paris, about ſeven 


years ago, I looked at every thing, and lived with 
every kind of people, as well as my time admit- 
ted. I ſaw there the Iriſh college of the Lombard, 
which ſeemed to me a very gocd place of educa- 
tion, under excellent orders and regulations, and 
under the government of a very prudent and learn- 
ed man, the late. Dr. Kelly. This college was 
poſſeſſed of an annual fixed revenue of more than 
a thouſand pounds a year; the greateſt part of 
which had ariſen from the legacies and. benefac- 
tions of perſons educated in that college, and who 
3 had 


21 


Wyo; 


- — ore Et Etats Od MET 


. — EYED N 


fu. ha#s, 
* * Ws * 
— 


— » 
On ORF et! a ty, 
19% 


RT as NLP oh 


- i . — " 
2 n v7 5b 2 7 $ 
c en. bf aaa bs rt MOTIF; 3 


- 
— —— p<" 44a. rag 


i; 


5 5 
— TY — —w—_— Cc — —— Bows 
. ͤ io xc... AIC — — 
* n 


———— 


— 
CES > be 


Yoo GA” IDO 4 
4. "wr We 7 Be ** * y < 


— « 
—— 


Ws AR. at ed 5 ol 


Pd rags age IR EL Coo oe SOT 
R £ 


— os FR 


= , 
n 2 I OY: , — Rog wy 
$ SY 2 N D e \ 
** 4 8 Ra * 
. Lad "3, — 
. ; * 


r 


2 
hes + 


_m_— 


— OI TONE En en — 


5 —U———— — 


— — 
" r 
22 
2 


* 
BY 
= 
£4 A 
PSPS... 
A 
OS. 
A 
* 
8 
aaa] 
» FS 
$2 
2% 2 
1 — 
2 * 
— Co 
of 8 
<<» 
8 
V+” 
80 
4 
EY 
5 
4175 
* 2 
£5 
Ws 
my. 
I 
2 
. 
Ed 
"4 
45% 
i 
21 
6. #1] 
, 4 
Pp. 
2 
75 
8 
WE. 
68 
2 
* . 
2. 
54 
. 
TS 
4 
15 
7 
A 
Rees 
EG 
= 
2 


r 
5 3 


£3 
5 
\ 
: 
= 
* 
2 
28 
8 
* 
7 


E 
had obtained promotions in France, from whence 
they made this grateful return. One in particular 


I remember, to the amount of ten thouſand livres, 5 
annually, as it is recorded on the donor $ mMonu- | 


— 


ment in their 1 hon 


Ir has been the cuſtom of poor perſons in Ire- 


land, to pick up ſuch knowledge of the Latin tongue 
as under the general diſcouragements, and occaſi - 


_ onal purſuits of magiſtracy, they were able to ac- 


quire ; and receiving orders then at home, were 
ſent abroad to obtain a clerical education. By 
officiating in petty chaplainſhips, and perform- 
1ng, now and then, certain offices of religion 


for ſmall gratuities, they received the means of 


maintaining themſelyes, until they were able to 
compleat their education, Through ſuch diffi- 
culties and diſcouragements, many of them have 


arrived at a very conſiderable proficiency, ſo as to 


be marked and diſtinguiſhed abroad, who after- 


wards, by bein ſunk in the moſt abject poverty, 
deſpiſed and ill · treated by the higher orders among 


proteſtants, and not much better eſteemed or treat- 


ed, even by the few perſons of fortune of their 
own perſuaſion; and contracting the habits and 


ways of thinking of the poor and uneducated, 
mong whom they were obliged to live, in a few 


years retained little or no traces of the talents and 
acquire- 


\ 
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acquirements, which diſtinguiſhed them in the 
early period of their lives. Can we, with juſtices 


cut them off from the uſe of places of education, 
founded, for the greater part, from the ceconomy 


of poyerty and exile, without providing forms 


thing that is equivalent at home ? 


| WI Ls this reſtraint of foreign and domeſtic 


education was part of an horrible and impious 
ſyſtem of ſervitude, the members were well fitted 
to the body, To render men patient, under a 
_ deprivation of all the rights of human nature, 


every thing which could give them a knowledge 
or feeling of thoſe rights was rationally forbid- 


den. To render humanity fit to be inſulted, it 
was fit that it ſuould be degraded. But when 


we profeſs to reſtore men to the capacity for pro- 


perty, it is equally irrational and unjuſt to deny 
them the power of improving their minds as well 


as their fortunes. Indeed, I have ever thought 


the prohibition of the means of i improving our 
rational nature, to be the worſt ſpecies of tyranny 


that the inſolence and perverſeneſs of mankind 
ever dared to exerciſe. This goes to all men, in 
all ſituations, to whom education can be denied. 


Your lordſhip menitions a propoſal which came 
: from my friend the Provoſt, whoſe benevolenee 


„ and 


and enlarged ſpirit I am convinced of; 
which is, the propoſal of erecting a few ſizerſnips 
in the college, for the education of roman catholic 
clergymen. He certainly meant it well; but, 
coming from ſuch a man as he is, it is a ſtrong in- 
ſtance of the danger of ſuffering any deſcription of 
men to fall into entire contempt—The charities 
intended for them are not perceived to be freſh 
inſults; and the true nature of their wants and 
neceſſities being unknown, remedies, wholly un- 
ſuitable to the nature of their complaint, are pro- 
vided, It is to feed. a fick Gentoo with beef 
broth, and foment his wounds with brandy. Tf 
the other parts of the univerſity were open to 
them, as well on the foundation, as otherwiſe, 
the offering of fizerſhips would be a proportioned 
part of a general kindneſs. But when every thing 
 diberal is with-held, and only that which is ſervile 
18 permitted, it is eaſy to conceive upon what foot- 
ing they muſt be in ſuch a place. 
Mx. Hurchinsox muſt well know the regard 

and honor I have for him; and therefore he can- 
not think my diſſenting from him in this particu- 
Jar, ariſes from a diſregard of his opinion: it only 
ſhews that I think he has /zved in Ireland; to have 
any reſpect for the character and perſon of a po- 
piſn prieſt there—ob ! . an e indeed! 

| But 


"CF 

Rut until we come to reſpe& what ſtands in a re- 

ſpectable light with others, we are very deficient in 
the temper which qualifies us to make any laws 
and regulations about them. It even diſqualifies 
us from being charitable to them with N effect 

5 Ns judgment. 


Wr we are to provide for the education of 
any body of men, we ought ſeriouſly to conſider 
the particular functions they are to perform in 
life. A Roman catholic clergyman is the mini- 
ſter of a very ritual religion: and by his profeſ- 
ſion, ſubje& to many reſtraints. His life is a life 


full of ſtrict obſervances, and his duties, of a labo- 


rious nature towards himſelf, and of the higheſt 
poſſible truſt towards others. The duty of con- 
feſſion alone is ſufficient to ſet in the ſtrongeſt light 
the neceſſity of his having an appropriated mode of 


education. The theological opinions and peculiar 


rites of one religion never can be properly taught 
in univerſities, founded for the purpoſes and on 
the principles of another, which in many points is 
directly oppoſite. If a roman catholic clergyman, 


intended for celibacy; and the function of confeſ- 


fion, is not ſtrictly bred in a ſeminary where theſe 
things are reſpected, inculcated, enforced as ſacred, 
ung not made the ſubje& of deriſion and obloquy, 
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he will Y ill fitted for the former, and Pal 1 


will be in his hands a terrible inſtrument indeed. 


THERE is a great reſemblance Rr NET the 


whole frame and conſtitution of the Greek and 
Latin churches. The ſecular clergy in the for- 


mer, by being married, living under little re- 
ſtraint, and having no particular education ſuited 
0 their function, are fallen into ſuch univerſal 
_ contempt, that they are never permitted to aſpire 
to the dignities of their own church. It is not 
Held reſpectful to call them p AP As, their true and 


ancient appellation, but thoſe who wiſh to ad - 


dreſs them with civility, always call them HIRRO- 


 MONACH1, In conſequence of this diſreſpect, 


which I venture to fay, in fuch a church muſt be 


the confequence of a ſecular life, a very great de- 
generacy from reputable chriftian manners has 


taken place throughout that great body: of the 
chriſtian 6 


. was ths with the Latin church, before the re- 
ſtraint on marriage. Even that reſtraint gave riſe 
to the greateſt diſorders before the council of Trent 
which together with the emulation raiſed, and 
the good examples given by the reformed churches, 


wherever they were in view of each other, has 
1 brought 


| obliged to paſs through peculiar methods, 


— 10 


1 In on 1 that happy amendment mich we ſee 
in the Latin Communion, - both at home and 


; abroad, 5 5 Ep 


THE council of Trent has wiſely introduced 
the diſcipline of ſeminaries, by which prieſts are 
not truſted for a clerical inſtitution, even to the 
ſevere diſcipline of their colleges ; but after they 
paſs through them, are frequently, if not always 


having their particular ritual functions in 
view. It is in a great meaſure owing to this, 
and ſimilar methods uſed in foreign education, 
that the roman catholic clergy of Ireland, ſo mi- 


ſerably provided for, and living among low and 


ill- regulated people, without any diſcipline of ſuf- 
ficient force to ſecure good manners, are conſider- 


ed as an intolerable nuiſance to their country, in- 


ſtead of being thought, as I conceive them * 
rally to be, of very great ſervice to it. 


Tux miniſters of „ be require a 
different mode of education, more liberal and 
more fit for the ordinary intercourſe of life, and 
having little hold on the minds of people by ex- 
ternal ceremonies, extraordinary obſervances, or 
ſeparate habits of living, they make up the defi- 
eiency by cultivating their minds with all kinds of 


ornamental 3 which the liberal proviſion 


made 
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in England and Ireland for the parochial clergy, 
and the comparative lightneſs of parochial duties 


enables the greater part of them, in ſome conſider- 


able degree, to accompliſh; to ſay nothing of the 


ample church preferments, with little or no du- 
ties annexed, 


Tas learning, which believe to be pretty 


general, together with an higher ſituation, and 
more chaſtened by the opinion of mankind, forme 


a ſufficient ſecurity for their morals, and their 
ſuſtaining their clerical character with dignity. It 
is not neceſſary to obſerve, that all theſe things are 
bowever, collateral to their function, and that ex- 
cept in preaching, which may be and is ſup- 
plied, and often beſt ſupplied, out of printed books, 


little elſe is neceſſary for a proteſtant miniſter, 5 
than to be able to read the Engliſh language; -- 


mean for the exerciſe of his function, not to the 


ſecurity of his admiſſion. But a popiſh parſon 1n 


Ireland may do very well without any confidera- 
able claffical erudition, or any proficiency in pure 
or mixed mathematics, or any knowlege of civil 


hiſtory. Even if they ſhould poſſeſs thoſe acqui- 


fitions, as at firſt, many of them do, they ſoon loſe - 
them in the painful courſe of profeſſional and paro- 


.chial duties: but they muſt have all the knowledge, 


and what is to them more i than the 
$2 knows 


A 
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knowledge, the diſcipline neceſſary to thoſe 
duties. All modes of education, conducted by | 

' thoſe whoſe minds are caſt in another mould, as 1 
may ſay, and whoſe original ways of thinking are 
formed upon the reverſe pattern, muſt be to them 
not only uſeleſs, but miſchievous. Juſt as I 


ſhould ſuppoſe the education in a popiſn ecclefiaſti- 
cal ſeminary would be ill fitted for a proteſtant 


_ clergyman. Here it would be much more ſo; as, 


in the caſe of the firſt, it only requires to reject.: 


in the other, little for his purpoſe is to be acquired. 


* 


Ax this, my lord, I know very well, will paſs 


for nothing with thoſe who wiſh that the popith 


clergy ſhould be z//xerate, and in a ſituation to 


-produce-contempt and deteſtation. Their minds 
are wholly taken up with party ſquabbles, and I 
have neither leiſure nor inclination to apply any 
part of what I have to fay, to thoſe who never 


think of religion, or of the commonwealth, in 


any other light, than as they tend to the preva- 


lence of ſome faction in either. I ſpeak on a ſup- 
Poſition, that there! is a diſpoſition to take the ſtate in 
the condition in which it is found, and to improve 
it in that ſtate to the beſt advantage. Hitherto, 
the plan for the government of Ireland has been, 
to ſacrifice the civil proſperity of the nation to ĩts 
religious i n But if people in power 

therk, 


” e T ae — 


there, are at length come to entertain other ideas, 
they will conſider the good order, decorum, vir- 


tue, and morality of every deſcription of men 


among them, as of infinitely greater importance 
khan the ſtruggle, for it is nothing better, to change 
\ thoſe deſcriptions by means which put to hazard, 
objects, which, in my poor opinion, are of more 
importance to religion and to the ſtate, than all the 
polemical matter which has been agitated among 
men from the beginning of the world to this hour. 


O this idea, an education fitted to each order 
and diviſion of men, ſuch as they are found, wil 
be thought an affair rather to be encouraged than 
-diſcountenanced : and until inſtitutions at home, 
ſuitable to the occaſions and neceſſities of the peo- 
ple, and which are armed, as they are abroad, with 


authority to coerce the young men to be formed 


in them, by a ſtrict and ſevere diſcipline, —— the 
means they have, at preſent, of a cheap and effec- 


tual education in other countries, ſhould not con- 


tinue to be prohibited by penalties and modes of 
inquiſition, not fit to be mentioned to ears that 
are organized to the chaſte ſounds of equity and 
| quſtice. Before J had written thus far, J heard of 
a ſcheme of giving to the Caſtle the patronage of 
the preſiding members of the catholic clergy. At 
firſt I could ſcarcely credit it: for I believe it is 


„ 
the firſt time that the preſentation of other peo- 
ple's alms has been deſired in any country. If | 
the ſtate provides a ſuitable maintenance and tem- 
pPorality for thoſe governing members, and clergy + 
| under them, I ſhould think the project, however 
8 „** improper in other reſpects, to be by no means 
unjuſt. But to deprive a poor people, who main- 
| tain a ſecond ſet of clergy, out of the miſerable _ 
remains of what is left after taxing and tything— 
5 to deprive them of the diſpoſition of their o.＋õäu 
|  Ccharities among their own communion, would 
be, in my opinion, an intolerable hard/hip indeed ! _ 


N EVER were the members of one religious ſe& 
fit to appoint the paſtors to another. Thoſe who 
have no regard for their welfare, reputation, or 
internal quiet, will not appoint ſuch as are pro- 
per. The Seraglio of Conſtantinople is as equit= 
able as we are, whether catholics or proteſtants: 
1 and where their own ſect is concerned, full as re- 
- ligious. But the ſport which they make of the - | 
miſerable dignities of the Greek church, the little 
| factions of the HARAM, to which they make them 
ſubſervient, the continual ſale to which they ex- 
poſe and re-expole the {ame dignity, and by which 
they ſqueeze all the inferior orders of the clergy, 
is (for J have had particular means of being ac- 
quainted 1 it) nearly equal to all the other 
opp rene 
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„ 
oppreſſions together, exerciſed by muſſulmen over 
the unhappy members of the Oriental church. It 
is agreat deal to ſuppoſe that even the preſent Caſtle 
would nominate biſhops for the roman church 
of Ireland with a religious regard for its wel- 
fare. Perhaps they cannot, perhaps they. dare not 
Þ it. 


Bur ſuppoſe them as well inclined, as I know 
that I am, to do them all kind of juſtice, I declare 
I would not, if it were in my power, take it on 
myſelf, I know I ought not to do it. 1 belong to 
another community, and it would be intolerable 
uſurpation in me to affect ſuch authority, where 1 
conferred no benefit, or even if I did confer, as in 
ſome degree the Seraglio does, temporal advanta- 
ges. But, allowing that the preſent Caſtle finds 
itſelf fit to adminiſter the government of a church 
which they ſolemnly forſwear, and forſwear with 
very hard words and many evil epithets, and that 
as often as they qualify themſelves for the power 
which is to give this very patronage, or to give any 
thing elſe that they deſire ; yet they cannot inſure 
themſelves thata man like the late Lond CH ESTER- 
FIELD will not ſueceed to them. This man, while he 
was duping the credulity of papiſts with fine words 

in private, and commending their good behaviour 
during a rebellion in Great Britain, as it well de- 
ſerved 
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' a0 
ſerved to be commended and rewarded, was capa- 
dle of urging penal laws againſt them in a ſpeech . 
from the throne, and ſtimulating with provoca- © 
[tires the wearied and half-exhauſted bigotry of 
L the then Parliament of Ireland. They ſet to 
work, but were at a loſs what to do; for they had 
already almoſt gone through every contrivance 
which could waſte the vigour of their country : 
but, after much ſtruggle, they produced a child 
Fx of their old age, the ſhocking and unnatural act 
about marriages, which tended to finiſh the ſcheme _ 
for making the people not only two diſtin par- 
ties for ever, but keeping them as two diftin& ſpe- 
cies in the ſame land. Mr. G-—r's humanity 
was ſhocked at it, as one of the worſt parts of that 
truly barbarous ſyſtem, if one could well ſettle the 
preference, where almoſt all the parts were out- 
' rages on the rights of humanity, and the law of 
nature. 5 
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3 SUpPOSE an atheiſt, playing the part of a bigot, 
| ſhould be in power again in that country, do you 
believe that he would faithfully and religiouſly ad- 
miniſter the truſt of appointing paſtors to a church, 
which, wanting every other ſupport, ſtands in ten- 
fold need of miniſters who will be dear to the peo- 

mu committed to their charge, and who will ex- 


GW erciſe 
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erciſe a really paternal authority amongſt them ? 
But if the ſuperior power was always in a diſpoſi- 
tion to diſpenſe conſcientiouſly, and like an up- 
right truſtee and guardian of theſe rights which 
he holds for thoſe with whom he 1s at variance, 
has he the capacity and means of doing it? How 
can the Lord Lieutenant form the leaſt judgment 
of their merits, ſo as to diſcern which of popith 
prieſts 1s fit to be made a biſhop ? It cannot be: zhe 
idea is ridiculous !—He will hand them over to Lords 
Lieutenant of counties, juſtices of the peace, 
and other perſons, who, for the purpoſe of vVexning 
and turning to deriſion this miſerable people, will 
pick out the worſt and moſt obnoxious they can 
ind amongſt the clergy, to ſet over the reſt. Who- 
ever is complainant againſt his brother, will be 
conſidered as perſecuted: whoever is cenſured by 
his ſuperior, will be looked upon as oppreſſed: 
whoever is careleſs in his opinions, and looſe in 
his morals, will be called g liberal man, and will be 
ſuppoſed to have incurred hatred, becauſe he was 
not a bigot. Informers, tale-bearers, perverſe 
and obſtinate men, flatterers, who turn their back 
upon their flock, and court the proteſtant gentle- 
men of the country, will be THE OBJECTS OP 
PREFERMENT ; and then I run no riſk in fore- 
telling, that whatever order, quiet, and morality 
you 
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you have in the country, will be loſt. A popiſle 


| clergy, who are not reſtrained by the moſt auſtere 
_ - ſubordination, will become a nuiſance, a real 


public grievance of the heavieſt kind, in any coun- 
try that entertains them: and inſtead of the great 
benefit which Ireland does, and has long derived 
from them, if they are educated without any idea 
of diſcipline and obedience, and then put under 
biſhops, who do not owe their ſtation to their 


good opinion, and whom they cannot reſpect, 


that nation will ſee diſorders, of which, bad as 
things are, it has yet no idea. I do not ſay this 


as thinking the leading men in Ireland would ex- 


erciſe this truſt worſe than others; not at all: 
No man, 0 fet of men living are fit to adminiſter 
the affairs or regulate the interior economy of a 
church to which they are enemies. 


As to government, if I might recommend a 
prudent caution to them, —it would be, to inno- 
vate as little as poſſible, upon ſpeculation, in eſ- 


tabliſhments, from which, as they ſtand, they ex- 
perience no material inconvenience to the repoſe 


of the country, - guieta non movere—l could lay a 
great deal more; but I am tired: and am afraid 


your Lordſhip is tired alſo. I have not fat to this 


letter a ſingle quarter of an hour without interrup- 
tion. It has grown, long, and probably contains 
111 80 C 2 many 
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many repetitions, from my total want of leiſure to 
digeſt and conſolidate my thoughts: and as to my 


expreſhons, I could wiſh to be able perhaps to 
meaſure them more exactly. But my intentions 


' are fair, and I certainly mean to offend nobody. 
„ * SW „ ͤ dmt 
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THINKING over this matter more maturely, I 
ſee no reaſon for altering my opinion in any 


part. The act, as far as it goes, is undoubtedly 


good. It amounts, I think, very nearly to a to- 


leration with reſpect to religious ceremonies, but 
it puts @ neto bolt on civil rights, and rivers it to 
'the old one in fuch a manner, that neither, I fear, 
will be eaſily looſened. What I could have withed 


would be, to ſee the civil advantages take the lead; 
the other, I conceive, would follow as a matter of 


courſe. 8 


\ FrRoM what I have obſerved, it is pride, arro- 


gance, a ſpirit of domination, and not a bi- 


gotted ſpirit of religion, that has cauſed and kept 


up thoſe oppreſſive ſtatutes. I am ſure I have 
known thoſe who have oppreſſed papiſts in 
their civil rights, exceedingly indulgent to them 
in their religious ceremonies ; and who wiſhed 
them to continue, in order to furniſh pretences 
for oppreſſion ; and who never ſaw a man by con- 


forming 
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i eſcape out of their power, but with grudg- 


ing and regret. I have known men, to whom 1 


am not uncharitable in ſaying, though they are 
dead, that they would become papiſts in order to 


oppreſs proteſtants; if, being proteſtants, it was 


not in their power to oppreſs papiſts. It is in- 
juſtice, and not a miſtaken conſcience, that has 
been the principle of perſecution, at leaſt as far 
as it has fallen under-my obſervation. However, 


as I began, ſo I end. I do not know the map of 


the country. Mr. G r, who conducts this 
great and difficult work, and thoſe who ſupport 


him, are better judges of the buſineſs than I can 


pretend to be, who have not ſet my foot in Ire- 


land, thoſe ſixteen years. I have been given to 
underſtand, that I am not conſidered as a friend 
to that country: and I know that pains have been 
taken to leſſen the credit that I might have had 


there. MM * Yo 8 = 
* * * I am ſo convinced of the weax- 


neſs of interfering in any buſineſs without the 


opinion of the people in whoſe buſineſs J inter- 
fere, that I do not know how to acquit myſelf, of 


what I have now done.—T have the honour to be, 


with high regard and eſteem, 
My Lord, 
Your lordſhip's moſt 9 
and humble ſervant, &c. 
Charles Street, I 
London, Sc. 
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Lately publiſhed, 
In one Octaro Volume, Price &. ja. in Boards, 
A New Edition of 


MISCELLANEOUS TRACTS, 


By the Rev. ARTHUR OLE ARY. | 


The Aber t indes of every e having 


already become the unbĩaſſed Panegyriſts of this 


Work, it only remains to inform the Public that 


"4:0 BY ef ace, (including the Encomiums paid the in- 


genious Author by the moſt diſtinguiſhed Cha- 


racters of the Iriſh Houſe of Commons,) is not 
| only prefixed to this Edition, but that it is alſo en- 


larged with another beautiful Eſſay, by the ſame 
favourite Writer, not included in any of the for- 


mer Editions, without any additional Expence to 


the Purchaſer. 


N. B. The above Publication, which, in the 


Language of Mr. GRATTex, would do Honour to 
the moſt celebrated Name, is by no Means the Pro- 
duction of Faction or Party-prejudice : its Fen- 
dency on the contrary is, to unite all Parties, 


for the common Good and one Intereſts of 
the Brit!/h Empire. | 


To be had of the Editor P. KEATING, 1 
Of | 


No. 4. AIR-STREET, Piccadilly. 
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Of whom alſo may be had, Price 18. Gd. ſe ted, 
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ROMAN CATHOLICS 


E Yo OF THE ö 


UNITED STATES of AMERICA. 


Occaſoned by a Letter addreſſed to the Catho- 


lics of IWarceſter, by Hr. Wharton, their late 
_ Chaplain. 


By the Right Rev. Dr. CARR OL I. 
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